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the greatest monsters whom we read of ever purposely
inflicted on their living fellow-creatures. If, by an
.arbitrary reservation, we refuse to account anything
murder but what abridges a certain term supposed to
. be allotted to human life, nature also does this to all

o

but a small percentage of lives, and does it in all the
modes, violent or insidious, in which the worst human
beings take the lives of one another. Nature impales
men, breaks them as if on the wheel, easts them to be
devoured by wild beasts, burns them to death, crushes
them with stones like the first .Christian martyr,
starves them with hunger> freezes them with cold,
poisons them by the quick or slow venom of her ex-
halations, and has hundreds of other hideous deaths
in reserve, such as the ingenious cruelty of a Nabis or
a Domitian never surpassed. All this, Nature does
with the most supercilious disregard both of mercy
and of justice, emptying her shafts upon the best and
noblest indifferently with the meanest and worst;
upon those who are engaged in the highest and
worthiest enterprises, and often as the direct con-
sequence of the noblest acts; and it might almost
be imagined as a punishment for them. She mows
down those on whose existence hangs the well-being
of a whole people, perhaps the prospects of the human
race for generations to come, with as little compunc-
tion as those whose death is a relief to themselves, or
a blessing to those under their noxious influence*